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1. WHEREAS, lockdown policies and Covid-19 vaccine mandates continue to have 
devastating effects on Oregon’s economy, are causing short and long-term physical and 
mental public health issues, increase incidental deaths and disabilities due to incidental 
consequences such as auto accidents, and are reducing the quality of life of Oregon 
residents, including an inability to console loved ones who are sick or dying, the vast 
majority of deaths in Oregon being unrelated to Covid-19;  

 

TOPIC EFFECT 

TRUST 
Ehud Qimron's Powerful Letter to the Israeli Ministry of Health ⋆ Brownstone 
Institute 
Denial of Early Covid-19 Treatment – A Crime Against Humanity | The Ethical Skeptic 

  

Economy They’re Now Saying Lockdown Spending Erased Poverty – AIER 
Ten facts about COVID-19 and the U.S. economy (brookings.edu) 

  

Health Issues 
 Oregon COVID-19 Hospitalizations Continue to Rise (wweek.com)   
The Shortage of Health Care Workers Has a Cause ⋆ Brownstone Institute 
Three Days Late, the Supreme Court Strikes Down OSHA’s Vaccine Mandate ⋆ 
Brownstone Institute 

  

Quality of Life 
Great Barrington Declaration (gbdeclaration.org) 
Covid Lockdowns Nearly Wrecked My Family and Millions of Others ⋆ Brownstone 
Institute 

  

Excess Deaths 'Huge, huge numbers:' insurance group sees death rates up 40 percent over pre-
pandemic levels | TheHill 
Excess Deaths Associated with COVID-19 (cdc.gov) 
How Covid contributed to Oregon's 'excess deaths' since onset of pandemic - 
Portland Business Journal (bizjournals.com) 

  

Recognition by 
the Governor  
(Links to 
Executive 
Orders) 

State of Oregon: Administration - Executive Orders 
EO 20-03 Declaration of Covid Emergency 
EO 20-17 Suspending In-Person Instruction 
EO 20-19 Extending Closure of Childcare Facilities 
EO 20-20 Continued Suspension of In-Person Classes 
EO 20-24 1st Extension of EO-03 Covid Emergency 
EO 20-30 2nd Extension of EO-03 Covid Emergency 
EO 20-38 3rd Extension of EO-03 Covid Emergency 
EO 20-59 4th Extension of EO-03 Covid Emergency 
EO 20-65 Temporary Freeze to Address Covid Surge 
EO 20-66 Metrics to Control Hospital Capacities 
EO 20-67 5th Extension of EO-03 Covid Emergency 
EO 21-05 6th Extension of EO-03 Covid Emergency 
EO 21-06 Hybrid School; Compy with Covid Protocols 

https://brownstone.org/articles/ehud-qimrons-powerful-letter-to-the-israeli-ministry-of-health/
https://brownstone.org/articles/ehud-qimrons-powerful-letter-to-the-israeli-ministry-of-health/
https://theethicalskeptic.com/2021/12/30/denial-of-early-covid-19-treatment-a-crime-against-humanity/
https://www.aier.org/article/theyre-now-saying-lockdown-spending-erased-poverty/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/ten-facts-about-covid-19-and-the-u-s-economy/
https://www.wweek.com/news/2022/01/24/oregon-covid-19-hospitalizations-continue-to-rise/
https://brownstone.org/articles/the-shortage-of-health-care-workers-has-a-cause/
https://brownstone.org/articles/three-days-late-the-supreme-court-strikes-down-oshas-vaccine-mandate/
https://brownstone.org/articles/three-days-late-the-supreme-court-strikes-down-oshas-vaccine-mandate/
https://gbdeclaration.org/
https://brownstone.org/articles/covid-lockdowns-nearly-wrecked-my-family-and-millions-of-others/
https://brownstone.org/articles/covid-lockdowns-nearly-wrecked-my-family-and-millions-of-others/
https://thehill.com/changing-america/well-being/longevity/588738-huge-huge-numbers-death-rates-up-40-percent-over-pre#:%7E:text=1%20Excess%20deaths%20are%20deaths%20associated%20with%20COVID-19,up%2040%20percent%20over%20what%20they%20were%20pre-pandemic.
https://thehill.com/changing-america/well-being/longevity/588738-huge-huge-numbers-death-rates-up-40-percent-over-pre#:%7E:text=1%20Excess%20deaths%20are%20deaths%20associated%20with%20COVID-19,up%2040%20percent%20over%20what%20they%20were%20pre-pandemic.
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/covid19/excess_deaths.htm
https://www.bizjournals.com/portland/news/2020/10/15/oregons-excess-deaths.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/portland/news/2020/10/15/oregons-excess-deaths.html
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/Pages/executive-orders.aspx
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EO 21-10 7th Extension of EO-03 Covid Emergency 
EO 21-15 RESCIND ALL COVID RESTRICTIONS 
EO 21-29 Mandatory Vaccination for Oregon Executive Branch 
EO 21-36 8th Extension of EO-03 Covid Emergency; Rescinds EO-15. 
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2. WHEREAS, Governor Brown issued Oregon Executive Order 20-03 on March 8, 2020, 
declaring a public health emergency due to Covid-19, and extended it eight times 
without legislative approval for a 27-month duration;  

EO # TITLE Duration 
 DESCRIPTION  
 
20-03 DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY DUE TO CORONAVIRUS 

(COVID-19) OUTBREAK IN OREGON 
03-8-2020 through 
05/07/2020  

 Declares Covid emergency for 60 days.  
 
20-17 EXTENDING EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 20-9 (SUSPENSION OF IN-

PERSON INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES AT HIGHER EDUCATION 
INSTITUTIONS) (Done on 4/17/2020. 

03/21/2020 – 
06/13/2020 

 Prohibits In-Person Instruction; Amended E.O. 20-09, which 
suspended in-person instruction starting 3/21/2020. 

 

 
20-24 FIRST EXTENSION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 20-03 AND COVID-19 

STATE OF EMERGENCY 
05/08/2020 Through 
07/06/2020 

 1st Extension of E.O. 20-03; Extends emergency declaration 
for 60 days. 

 

 
20-25 A SAFE AND STRONG OREGON: MAINTAINING ESSENTIAL 

HEALTH DIRECTIVES IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19, AND 
IMPLEMENTING A PHASED APPROACH FOR REOPENING 
OREGON’S ECONOMY 

05/14/2020 -Until 
standards are met. 

 1st Extension of E.O. 20-03; sets reopening standards for 
businesses. 

 

 
20-30 SECOND EXTENSION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 20-03 AND 

COVID-19 STATE OF EMERGENCY; RESCINDING EXECUTIVE 
ORDER 20-13 AND EXECUTIVE ORDER 20-18 

07/07/2020 Through 
09/04/2020 

 2nd Extension of E.O. 20-03; Extends emergency declaration 
for 60 days. 

 

 
20-38 THIRD EXTENSION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 20-03 AND COVID-

19 STATE OF EMERGENCY; RESCINDING EXECUTIVE ORDER 
20-16 

09/05/2020 Through 
11/03/2020 

 3rd Extension of E.O. 20-03; Extends emergency declaration 
for 60 days. 

 

 
20-59 FOURTH EXTENSION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 20-03 AND 

COVID-19 STATE OF EMERGENCY 
11/04/2020 Through 
01/02/2021 

 4th Extension of E.O. 20-03; Extends emergency declaration 
for 60 days. 
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20-67 FIFTH EXTENSION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 20-03 AND COVID-19 
STATE OF EMERGENCY 

01/03/2021 Through 
03/03/2021 

 5th Extension of E.O. 20-03; Extends emergency declaration 
for 60 days. 

 

 
21-05 SIXTH EXTENSION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 20-03 AND COVID-19 

STATE OF EMERGENCY 
03/04/2021 Through 
05/02/2021 

 6th Extension of E.O. 20-03; Extends emergency declaration 
for 60 days. 

 

 
21-10 SEVENTH EXTENSION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 20-03 AND 

COVID-19 STATE OF EMERGENCY 
05/03/2021 Through 
06/28/2021 

 7th Extension of E.O. 20-03; Extends emergency declaration 
for 60 days. 

 

 
21-15 RESCIND ALL COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS JUNE 30, 2021 
 Revokes public health restrictions around face coverings, 

physical distancing, capacity limits, but keeps the state of 
emergency in place for response and recover. 

 

 
21-36 EIGTH EXTENSION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 20-03 AND COVID-

19 STATE OF EMERGENCY 
12/21/2021 Through 
06/30/2022 

 8th Extension of E.O. 20-03; Extends emergency declaration 
for over 6 MONTHS.  

 

 
END OF TABLE 
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3. WHEREAS, Governor Brown issued Executive Order 20-66 delegating the authority for 
"binding guidance", commonly known as mandates to the Oregon Health Authority 
(OHA), whose management is appointed rather than elected;  
 

Excerpts from Executive Order No. 20-66: 

 

 

 



 

Res 2022-1 Page 7 of 28  January 21, 2022 
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4. WHEREAS, the Governor and the OHA have proposed policies mandating employees 
be vaccinated as a condition of employment and policies that encourage the inoculation 
of children where the vast majority of clinical cases of COVID-19 in children are mild 
and rarely a source of transmission, even though there are no long term studies of 
mRNA effects on long term health or reproduction;  

a. Executive Order No. 21-29 Excerpts 
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b. Excerpts from the Oregon.gov – Oregon Vaccine News Page 

COVID-19 vaccination and boosters: The time to act is now 

“Today I am calling on one million Oregonians to step up and get their 
booster dose by the end of January,” Governor Brown said. “I’ve directed 
OHA to get the vaccine supply and distribution capacity in place to 
support this goal. However, we will only reach it if everyone does their 
part.” 

• Get vaccinated. Ensure your eligible children are vaccinated, as 
soon as you can. 

• Get boosted. If your last vaccine was at least 6 months ago (or two 
months ago for Johnson & Johnson), get a booster shot right away. 
With three weeks before the surge begins, and two weeks for the 
booster shot to become fully effective, the time to act is now. 

You can find first, second, third and booster doses at Oregon’s high-
volume vaccination sites. You can also find other vaccine locations near 
you. Or contact your doctor’s office for a COVID-19 vaccination or booster. 

 

 
 Children ages 5-11 are now eligible for the Pfizer 

COVID-19 Vaccine 

 The vaccine has proven to be safe and effective for children. 

 The vaccine is free. You do not need health insurance to get a vaccine, but if you 
have health insurance, bring your card. The provider may bill your insurance for 
the cost of administering the vaccine. 

 Proof of eligibility, identification or social security number are not required. 
Vaccine providers may ask if you live in Oregon or what kind of work you do. 

 

https://govstatus.egov.com/or-oha-covid-19-vaccine-parents-guardians
https://govstatus.egov.com/or-oha-booster-covid-19-vaccine
https://govstatus.egov.com/or-oha-booster-covid-19-vaccine
https://covidblog.oregon.gov/looking-for-a-covid-19-booster-check-out-these-updated-pop-up-vaccination-sites/
https://covidblog.oregon.gov/looking-for-a-covid-19-booster-check-out-these-updated-pop-up-vaccination-sites/
https://govstatus.egov.com/find-covid-19-vaccine
https://govstatus.egov.com/find-covid-19-vaccine
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5. WHEREAS, the OHA seeks to impose a permanent requirement to wear masks 
indoors;  

 

‘Permanent’ mask rule? Oregonians decry state proposal to 
indefinitely extend indoor mandate 
Sara Cline  Associated Press/Report for America 
Published 9:28 a.m. PT Jan 21, 2022 

PORTLAND — Hundreds of Oregon residents claimed government overreach on 

Thursday, as officials at the state's health authority consider indefinitely extending the 

current indoor mask requirement due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Oregon Health Authority held a public hearing about the proposed "permanent" 

mask rule for public indoor spaces, regardless of people's vaccination status. Although 

the word "permanent" is used, officials say the rule can be rescinded when it is 

deemed "no longer necessary" by health authority officials. 

However, currently there is no set expiration date or specific metrics outlining when 

the rule could be lifted if OHA makes it permanent.  

Any person who violates the proposed rule will be subject to civil penalties of up to a 

$500 fine per day per violation.  

More than 350 people — ranging from stay-at-home parents, registered nurses, a 

speech language pathologist, teachers and business owners in rural and urban areas — 

attended the virtual public hearing and vehemently opposed the rule.  

"We don't believe that you're going to take into account the best interest of 

Oregonians and we don't believe that you're going to repeal this," Elizabeth Moore, a 

Portland resident, said during the hearing. "I think it's high time at this stage of the 

pandemic ... to let Oregonians be adults and make decisions for themselves." 

Many people testifying cited studies, anecdotes and quotes against masking. Most 

were frustrated and some threatened officials. 
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"Remove this and don't push it through," said Angela Todd, the chief communications 

officer for a grassroots group called Free Oregon. "And I promise you, if you push this 

through, we're coming for you." 

Oregon health officials and the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention say 

wearing masks indoors can help reduce the spread of COVID, especially as the highly 

contagious omicron variant is causing a spike in cases. 

The proposed permanent rule has emerged to address a technicality in state law that 

requires the current temporary rule to expire in early February — after the projected 

peak of the omicron wave. 

The temporary rule was adopted in August 2021 in response to the rapid spread of the 

delta variant. Oregon law gives the health authority the power to implement public 

health rules such as the mask mandate, but the agency is only allowed to leave 

temporary rules in place for 180 days.  
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6. WHEREAS, these mandates create a cultural apartheid between inoculated and 
unvaccinated citizens;  

Nearly Half of Democrats Would Back Temporary Detention for 
Unvaccinated: Poll  
 

By Isabel van Brugen January 19, 2022 
Nearly half of Democrat voters would back measures requiring that 
the unvaccinated live temporarily in “designated facilities or locations” for refusing 
the COVID-19 vaccine, a recent poll has found. 

A national telephone and online poll from the Heartland Institute and Rasmussen 
Reports, which surveyed 1,016 likely U.S. voters, found that 45 percent of likely 
Democratic voters would support such measures for unvaccinated Americans. 

The poll, conducted on Jan. 5 and released on Jan. 13, also found that 59 percent of 
respondents who said they were Democrats would favor a government policy 
requiring that citizens “remain confined to their homes at all times, except for 
emergencies” if they refuse to get a COVID-19 vaccine. 

The margin of error is 3 percentage points with a 95 percent level of confidence. 

Almost half of Democratic voters think federal and state governments should be able 
to fine or imprison individuals who publicly question the efficacy of the existing 
COVID-19 vaccines on social media, television, radio, or in online or digital 
publications, the survey found. 

Meanwhile, 29 percent of likely Democrat voters who participated in the survey said 
they would favor temporarily removing parents’ custody of their children if parents 
refuse to take the COVID-19 vaccine. 

No such penalties have been rolled out for the unvaccinated in the United States, 
however, elsewhere, some are set to face fines if they haven’t been vaccinated against 
COVID-19, the disease caused by the CCP (Chinese Communist Party) virus. 

Greece has imposed a vaccination mandate for people aged 60 and older. Older people 
failing to get vaccinated will face penalties, starting at a 50-euro ($57) fine in January 
and followed by a monthly fine of 100 euros ($114) after that. 

Health minister Thanos Plevris said the fines would be collected through the tax office 
with the money going to help fund state hospitals. 

https://www.theepochtimes.com/t-unvaccinated
https://www.theepochtimes.com/t-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.theepochtimes.com/t-poll
https://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/partner_surveys/jan_2022/covid_19_democratic_voters_support_harsh_measures_against_unvaccinated
https://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/partner_surveys/jan_2022/covid_19_democratic_voters_support_harsh_measures_against_unvaccinated
https://www.theepochtimes.com/t-democrats
https://www.theepochtimes.com/giving-the-right-name-to-the-virus-causing-a-worldwide-pandemic-2_3277200.html
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“The age factor is important because of its impact on the public health service,” Plevris 
told private Open TV on Sunday. 

In Austria, the health minister announced last month the government plans to impose 
fines of up to 3,600 euros (around $4,000) on people who flout a COVID-19 vaccine 
mandate it aims to introduce in February for all residents aged 14 and over. 

In Canada, Quebec province is set to fine unvaccinated residents who do not have a 
medical exemption from receiving a COVID-19 vaccine. 

The French-speaking province’s Premier Francois Legault announced on Jan. 11 that 
adult residents who do not qualify for medical exemptions will be charged a financial 
penalty. He said he believes that refusing to get vaccinated leads to consequences for 
the health care system. 

Last week’s announcement marked the first time a government in Canada has 
announced a financial penalty for people who refuse to be vaccinated against COVID-
19. 
“Those who refuse to get their first doses in the coming weeks will have to pay a new 
health contribution,” Legault said. “The majority are asking that there be 
consequences. … It’s a question of fairness for the 90 percent of the population that 
have made some sacrifices. We owe them.” 

Legault didn’t elaborate on the details of the financial penalty, but said it would be 
“significant.” 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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7. WHEREAS, Governor Brown's Executive Order No. 21-15, dated June 25, 
2021 rescinding all Covid-19 restrictions was itself rescinded by Executive 
Order No. 21-36, dated December 21, 2021 to deal with the Omicron variant of 
Covid-19;  
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8. WHEREAS, South Africa, the first country to have major experience with the Omicron 
variant, identified the virus in November, 2021, and declared it mild and passed its peak 
by New Year’s day;  

 
South Africa is over Omicron, and their good news may be a harbinger of 
hope for the U.S. 
 
JANUARY 18, 2022 / 1:14 PM /  CBS NEWS 
 

Johannesburg — Only eight weeks after the world first heard about the Omicron variant of the 
coronavirus, when researchers in South Africa who discovered the strain notified global authorities, that 
country's wave of infections has fallen as sharply as it climbed. Not only that, but South Africa has 
weathered its fourth wave of COVID-19 with very little interruption to people's lives. 

CBS News foreign correspondent Debora Patta reports that in the suburbs of Johannesburg, restaurants 
are busy again, traffic is jammed, and the city is bustling. 

Omicron quickly became the focus of global anxiety as infections spread across South Africa with 
ferocious speed. Within days, the country was at the epicenter of the pandemic. And then… well, not 
much happened at all. 

"A little bit at ease" 

Patta and her team have monitored one COVID ward, at a hospital in Gauteng province, which includes 
the metropolis of Johannesburg and the capital Pretoria, throughout the pandemic. Six months ago, during 
the country's battle with the Delta variant, the hospital was overwhelmed. ICU beds and oxygen were 
running out and the death rate was soaring. 

"You are a human being before becoming a nurse, so seeing people die like that is very, very hard," 
exhausted nurse Justice Mangala told CBS News at the time. 

During the Omicron wave, however, it has looked like a completely different hospital. It's about half 
empty, with very few patients requiring oxygen — and the staff are under a lot less pressure. 

This time around, Mangala told Patta, he could count the deaths on his ward with one hand. 

"I'm a little bit at ease," he said, "now that we have got this second line of defense, which is our vaccine." 

 

 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-omicron-variant-symptoms-studies/
https://www.cbsnews.com/feature/coronavirus/
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"A turning point in this pandemic" 

The vaccines, combined with high rates of previous infection, have boosted South Africa's collective 
immunity to the coronavirus, according to vaccinologist Professor Shabir Madhi, and that has 
dramatically reduced the rates of severe illness and death during the fourth wave. 

"The Omicron wave now accounts for less than 5% of all of the deaths that have occurred due to COVID-
19 [in South Africa] since the start of the pandemic," Madhi told Patta. He believes that while many more 
variants will emerge, the acute phase of the pandemic, with its devastating death tolls, may well be over. 

"I'm highly optimistic that we have reached a turning point in this pandemic," he said. "I can't see us 
revisiting what we experienced during the course of the first three waves in South Africa." 

Some high-income countries have voiced caution about relying too much on the South African data, 
noting differences in the age of the population and the high infection rates there that boosted immunity. 
And that came with a cost: While Omicron may be to blame for relatively few of them, South Africa lost 
about 94,000 people to the virus — a significant toll in a country with a population of less than 60 
million. 

Among those urging caution in the U.S., is President Biden's chief medical adviser Anthony Fauci, who 
said on Monday that it remained "an open question" whether Omicron would eventually be looked back 
upon as the death knell for the pandemic. "I would hope that that's the case. But that would only be the 
case if we don't get another variant that eludes the immune response of the prior variant." 

Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy stressed on CNN, meanwhile, that many places across the U.S. were 
still seeing a precipitous rise in cases and hospitalizations, and he said the country "shouldn't expect a 
national peak in the next coming days."   

But Madhi and other scientists in South Africa still struggle to understand their foreign peers' reluctance 
to learn from the country's experience — especially given the extensive vaccine rollout in the U.S. and 
Europe and the firm belief that the vaccines do offer good protection against severe illness and death, and 
have done so with all the variants to emerge thus far. 

South Africa is not alone, either. In Britain, too, there are signs that the Omicron wave — which hit just 
as fast as it did in South Africa — is ebbing, with infections falling sharply in recent days and no 
precipitous spike in deaths attributed to the Omicron wave. Scientists are optimistic that soon, COVID-19 
may be referred to as an endemic disease in Britain, rather than an epidemic. 

An disease is considered endemic when it remains in circulation within a population, but at relatively low 
levels of spread and without serious public health implications. In other words, when the country or 
region in question learns to live with it, like the flu or other colds caused by coronaviruses. 

Fauci said in his remarks on Monday that even when Omicron infections do finally peak at the national 
level in the U.S., the coronavirus is unlikely to simply disappear, suggesting a shift from pandemic to 
endemic. 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-omicron-variant-latest-news-symptoms-severity-hospitalization/
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/cases
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/deaths
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/deaths
https://www.cdc.gov/csels/dsepd/ss1978/lesson1/section11.html
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"We're almost there, it is now the beginning of the end, at least in the U.K.," Professor Julian Hiscox, 
head of infection and global health at the University of Liverpool, who sits on a government health 
advisory board, told CBS News' partner network BBC News. "I think life in 2022 will be almost back to 
before the pandemic." 

"Should a new variant or old variant come along, for most of us, like any other common cold coronavirus, 
we'll get the sniffles and a bit of a headache and then we're okay," Hiscox said. 

While case numbers, hospitalizations and deaths are still climbing rapidly in many parts of the U.S., they 
are dropping fast in New York City, one of the first places in the country to be hit hard by Omicron. 

As the data trajectory in the Big Apple closely resembles that seen in South Africa and Britain, hope is 
rising that the good news from Johannesburg will prove to be a harbinger of better news, at least, for the 
United States. 
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9. WHEREAS, over 850,000 people in the world have signed “The Great Barrington 

Declaration,” which advocates the elimination of mandates, focused protection of the 
vulnerable, and the resumption of normal, pre-pandemic activities; 

a. Top Screen Great Barrington Declaration Website as of 01/21/2022: 
https://gbdeclaration.org/ 

 

Signatures 
As infectious disease epidemiologists and public health scientists we have grave 

concerns about the damaging physical and mental health impacts of the prevailing 
COVID-19 policies, and recommend an approach we call Focused Protection. 

 
total signatures* 

920,477 
*As of 01/22/2022 

 

concerned citizens 

858,361 
 

medical & public health scientists 

15,707 
 

medical practitioners 

46,412 
 

https://gbdeclaration.org/
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b. The Great Barrington Declaration 

 
The Great Barrington Declaration 
 

The Great Barrington Declaration – As infectious disease epidemiologists and public health 
scientists we have grave concerns about the damaging physical and mental health impacts of 
the prevailing COVID-19 policies, and recommend an approach we call Focused Protection.  

Coming from both the left and right, and around the world, we have devoted our careers to 
protecting people. Current lockdown policies are producing devastating effects on short and 
long-term public health. The results (to name a few) include lower childhood vaccination 
rates, worsening cardiovascular disease outcomes, fewer cancer screenings and deteriorating 
mental health – leading to greater excess mortality in years to come, with the working class 
and younger members of society carrying the heaviest burden. Keeping students out of 
school is a grave injustice.  

Keeping these measures in place until a vaccine is available will cause irreparable damage, 
with the underprivileged disproportionately harmed. 

Fortunately, our understanding of the virus is growing. We know that vulnerability to death 
from COVID-19 is more than a thousand-fold higher in the old and infirm than the young. 
Indeed, for children, COVID-19 is less dangerous than many other harms, including 
influenza.  

As immunity builds in the population, the risk of infection to all – including the vulnerable – 
falls. We know that all populations will eventually reach herd immunity – i.e.  the point at 
which the rate of new infections is stable – and that this can be assisted by (but is not 
dependent upon) a vaccine. Our goal should therefore be to minimize mortality and social 
harm until we reach herd immunity.  

The most compassionate approach that balances the risks and benefits of reaching herd 
immunity, is to allow those who are at minimal risk of death to live their lives normally to 
build up immunity to the virus through natural infection, while better protecting those who 
are at highest risk. We call this Focused Protection.  

Adopting measures to protect the vulnerable should be the central aim of public health 
responses to COVID-19. By way of example, nursing homes should use staff with acquired 
immunity and perform frequent testing of other staff and all visitors. Staff rotation should be 
minimized. Retired people living at home should have groceries and other essentials 
delivered to their home. When possible, they should meet family members outside rather 
than inside. A comprehensive and detailed list of measures, including approaches to multi-
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generational households, can be implemented, and is well within the scope and capability of 
public health professionals.  

Those who are not vulnerable should immediately be allowed to resume life as normal. 
Simple hygiene measures, such as hand washing and staying home when sick should be 
practiced by everyone to reduce the herd immunity threshold. Schools and universities 
should be open for in-person teaching. Extracurricular activities, such as sports, should be 
resumed. Young low-risk adults should work normally, rather than from home. Restaurants 
and other businesses should open. Arts, music, sport and other cultural activities should 
resume. People who are more at risk may participate if they wish, while society as a whole 
enjoys the protection conferred upon the vulnerable by those who have built up herd 
immunity. 

On October 4, 2020, this declaration was authored and signed in Great Barrington, United 
States, by: 

 

Dr. Martin Kulldorff, 
professor of medicine at 
Harvard University, a 
biostatistician, and 
epidemiologist with 
expertise in detecting and 
monitoring infectious 
disease outbreaks and 
vaccine safety evaluations. 

Dr. Sunetra Gupta, 
professor at Oxford 
University, an 
epidemiologist with 
expertise in immunology, 
vaccine development, and 
mathematical modeling of 
infectious diseases. 

Dr. Jay Bhattacharya, 
professor at Stanford 
University Medical School, a 
physician, epidemiologist, 
health economist, and 
public health policy expert 
focusing on infectious 
diseases and vulnerable 
populations. 

 
To sign the Declaration, yourself, go to:  Great Barrington Declaration (gbdeclaration.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gbdeclaration.org/#read
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